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120 
Former street children 

participating in the 
Vocational Program 

400 
Children and caregivers 

receiving health education 
and screening 

107 
Primary, Secondary, and 

College tuition fees 
supported
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Jitegemee opened the doors to our new education 
center that features sustainable classrooms, a 
library, and fully equipped computer lab with high-
speed Internet.

We launched a pilot computer training class which 
taught web design and basic programming skills to 
high school graduates.

Provided tuition for 72 primary school students, 24 
secondary students, and 11 university students.

The Parent Economic Empowerment program 
provided 71 parents and guardians with 
mentorship and healthy food-growing techniques.

400 children and caregivers received health 
education and health screenings, including HIV 
testing.

Program costs for 2015 were $142,432 and 
building expenses totaled $37,248 for a total 
expenditure of $178,680.
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2015 was a thrilling year for Jitegemee, as we opened the doors of our new education center— the 
realization of a dream that has been many years in the making. Reaching this major milestone ensures 
Jitegemee will be able to not only maintain the programs and services we currently provide to our 
former street children, but we will also have the space in which to develop new, innovative, and 
sustainable programs for the broader community in Machakos. 

Our new building is on an acre of land in Machakos, which we purchased five years ago with support 
from key donors. We are so grateful to all of you who made this dream possible. We are especially 
grateful to Bonnie and Andrew Weiss of Child Relief International, Martha Amram, the Annette 
Hollander and Myron Kaplan Family Foundation, and the Workman Wacker Family Foundation. In 
addition we are deeply grateful for the ongoing program support from Segal Family Foundation. 

Another exciting development in 2015 was the pilot of our computer class, which we launched in 
partnership with local tech company, Zalego Institute, in which students learn web design and basic 
programming. Three Jitegemee students participated in this class, along with five students from the 
community who paid to participate. The goal of this program is for the fees from paying students to 
cover the cost of Jitegemee student scholarships. 

Jitegemee’s vocational training program continues to demonstrate outstanding results as a way to 
provide former street children with training that leads to sustainable employment. In 2015, 120 young 
people participated in different stages of this program, bringing the total to over 350 students who 
have participated over the course of 12 years. We are proud of our vocational program graduates, of 
whom more than 80% remain employed in trades of their choice. These graduates include 61 
carpenters, 57 dressmakers, 48 hairdressers, 46 welders, and 10 embroiderers.  Our formal schooling 
tuition and support program also continued successfully in 2015, with 107 students receiving formal 
schooling as a result of our support. We also served over 23,000 lunches to former street children. 

With support from a capacity building grant from the Segal Family Foundation, in 2015, we were able 
to improve our monitoring and evaluation tools so as to better track children who have received 
support services. Jitegemee’s financial management systems also improved with a move from Excel 
spreadsheets to Quickbooks. 

In 2016, we look forward to opening our library doors to the public, building on the success of our 
computer coding pilot class, and expanding our vocational training program with a specific focus on 
reaching more girls. Thank you again for helping us make this possible! 

Warm regards, 
Farah Stockman, Founder and Mike Kimeu, Program Director

“Life is No Longer A Stress”

A Note from Farah and Mike
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The Cost So Little, the Impact So Great
The Segal Family Foundation 
has generously pledged a 
$25,000 matching grant to 
support Jitegemee’s work with 
former street children in 
Machakos.  

We are already halfway there!  

YOU can help us reach our 
goal by making a donation: 

• By credit card at 
www.jitegemee.org 

• Send a check to: 
Jitegemee, Inc. 
411A Highland Ave #171,  
Somerville, MA 02144 

If you’re interested in 
volunteering at Jitegemee or 
contributing in another way, 
we’d love to hear from you at 
info@jitegemee.org. 
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Newton, aged 18, is training to be an electrician through Jitegemee’s Vocational Training Program, and says his life has 
transformed since he connected with Jitegemee. Of his life before receiving Jitegemee support, he has this to say:
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“Since I finished Class Eight [the 8th 
grade], I faced many challenges because 
my parents had no money to pay for me 
to go to secondary school. So my parents 
told me to stay at home for one year for 
them to get enough money for me to go 
to secondary school. 
“During that year, my sister got sick, so my 
mother spent the little money she had for 
medication for my sister. She later died 
the same year. 
“I moved to town to look for something to 
do. I looked after cattle and did other hard 
jobs. I pushed that hard life for more than 

seven months, and during that time I got 
sick from the hard work. I don’t have 
strong bones, and it was a life of struggle. 
“I moved to Machakos town where I met a 
group of boys and joined them. We 
washed cars and we carried people’s 
luggage. Life was not easy and we earned 
very little. We became street children and 
sniffed glue to turn off our minds. We 
wore old clothes so people would give us 
food.” 
After he moved to Machakos, Newton was 
introduced to Jitegemee by a friend of his, 
and he enrolled in the vocational training 

program. He says, “I was welcomed and 
introduced to other students. I attended 
class for six months and was taught many 
things, like how I can speak and live with 
other people. For now I have joined the 
vocational training and I’m training to be a 
professional electrician. I am working hard 
to pass my electrician test. 
“I believe that one day soon I will start my 
electrician business, and will make money 
and support other children in need like 
me. Life is no longer a stress.  
“Thank you Jitegemee.” 

The work Jitegemee does is made possible by donations of money and 
time from more than 300 generous individuals every year. Please 
consider contributing to our work in 2016. Here's a note from Jitegemee 
volunteers, Devin Powell & Regina Schwartz, who volunteered for a 
month at our program in Machakos in 2014: 

“Life for children on the streets of the Kenyan city Machakos is tough. Young 
people are forced out of their homes -- sometimes by relatives after their 
parents have died and there isn’t enough food to go around, sometimes by 
an abusive relative. With few options, they sleep and beg in the street. If they 
can’t make a little money carrying groceries, they often turn to theft. They 
sniff glue to muddle their minds and block out the pangs of hunger. 

“It takes surprisingly little to change the path of one of these children, as we 
learned firsthand as volunteers for Jitegemee. A small meal of corn and 
beans. Assistance in finding a place to sleep. A modicum of stability and 
positive reinforcement. The chance to go to school or to learn a trade. 

“By providing for these basic needs, Jitegemee serves as a unique bastion of 
hope in the Machakos community. We have seen firsthand the results of 
giving them the opportunity to succeed. Boys and girls grow up to support 
their families as welders and hairdressers. They become university students 
with big ambitions, eager to succeed professionally and give back to the 
program.  

“Join us in supporting Jitegemee. Teachers find these students on the street 
and bring them to the education center, promising a meal, moral support, 
and an education. They squeeze their limited resources to help a many 
children as possible. Give what you can. The cost is so little, and the impact 
so great.”
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